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The Paterson Education 

Fund (PEF) is a not-for-

profit organization whose 

mission is to stimulate 

community action for change 

so that the Paterson Public 

Schools ensure that all 

Paterson children achieve 

high standards. 
 

Goals 
 

*To build our community's 

civic capacity to support 

monitor and advocate 

education reform. 
 

*To educate and enable 

community leadership to 

understand and act on 

changing educational needs. 
 

*To provide a forum for the 

community to effectively 

participate in the decision 

making processes concerning 

education 
 

Paterson Education Fund is a 

member of the Public Education 

Network (PEN), founded in 

1991. The mission of PEN is to 

build public demand and 

mobilize resources for quality 

education for all children 

through a national constituency 

of local education funds and 

individuals.  The Paterson 

Education Fund is a founding 

member. 
 

Paterson Education Fund 

152 Market St. Suite 208 

Paterson, NJ 07505 

973-881-8914 voice 

973-881-8059 Fax 

www.paterson-education.org 

 
Public involvement 

Public education 

Public benefit 

 

Help Us Lower the Barriers to Student Success! 
 

With your help, PEF is lowering the barriers to student success. This year 

we have added a full service community schools initiative while continuing 

our work with College Track and Paterson Pathways [formerly 

Navigation 101]. 
 

PEF has entered into a five year agreement with the Paterson Public 

Schools and a growing number of community organizations to create 10 

full service community schools. The first, School 5 near the Great Falls, 

opened this fall. New Roberto Clemente School and Dr. Frank Napier 

Academy [School 4] will open in September 2011. The next cohort is 

currently being identified. 

 

Each school has a lead partner who is responsible for coordinating 

services to the students and their families.  Faculty, parents and students 

identify services that they need to help improve student success. Each 

school will have a different mix of programs that respond to the identified 

needs. The Paterson Public Schools are providing space and support 

services to keep schools open after regular school hours and on weekends 

and vacations. 

 

“This is an exciting time for PEF and the 

Paterson community,” says Jerry Traille, 

PEF‟s new Board Chair. “I know that the way 

out of poverty and despair is a good education. 

Full service community schools will give 

families and children a new sense of hope and 

actual tools to create the futures they so 

desperately desire. We at PEF are excited to 

help coordinate the city wide effort and bring 

new resources to the initiative. We can use 

everyone‟s help.” 

 
 

PEF‟s Irene Sterling co-chairs the Full Service Community Schools 

Advisory Committee. “I am thrilled by the number of partners stepping 

forward to offer services and support. Especially with the school budget 

cutbacks, this initiative holds the promise of providing additional 

enrichment that our children want. I think of it as „stone soup‟. None of us 

alone has all the resources needed, but added together we have a very 

rich, full pot.” 

 

To visit a school, arrange a presentation or inquire about volunteer 

opportunities, call Irene Sterling at PEF at 973.881.8914. 
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Are Paterson Students 

College & Career Ready? 
 

Circle April 16 and plan to join the conversation. 
 

Next year‟s Graduating Every Paterson Child 

conference will be held on April 16, 2011.  You are 

invited to join us for a community conversation on 

College and Career Readiness at Passaic County 

Community College.  

PEF is participating in a national Public Education 

Network (PEN) project to raise graduation rates 

and assure that urban children not only graduate, 

but are college and career ready.  PEF and other 

PEN members have agreed to identify and promote 

strategies which are proven to raise educational 

achievement.  PEN members will also track 

communities‟ commitment to promote policies and 

programs that lead to student success. 

 

To help frame the April conversation, PEF will provide a College and Career 

Ready report card that compares Paterson to sister cities throughout the US. 

The notion of “college and career ready” for ALL children is subject to much 

debate as we wrestle with stagnant achievement in comparison to other 

nations.  Exactly how do we define these terms? How do we measure progress? 

We will look at how different communities define the work and how Paterson 

compares. 
 

 

This event will take the place of PEF annual Graduating Paterson Every Child 

fall conference for 2011. “When PEF began the GEPC conferences, the 

Paterson Public Schools did not have fall convenings,” explains Rosie Grant, 

PEF‟s program director. “Under Dr. Evans leadership, they now have an active 

fall schedule of community outreach events. We will support those and move 

our conference to spring so that it coincides with the release of this new data.” 

 

Please plan to join us. 

 



Expanding Informal Science: Making Paterson Science Centered 

 Thanks to a second year of support, Roche Informal Science is moving into 
major program development for PEF. In its first year, Roche Informal Science 
allowed four Paterson middle school science teachers to spend four weeks in 
professional development by enriching local summer youth programs by 
exploring local watershed ecology. This year we expanded the programs 
reach in several ways. 

 PEF partnered with the Paterson YMCA for 
a first ever middle school Learn and Serve 
grant. The grant not only paid for some of 
the teachers’ time, but also allowed middle 
school students to earn $500 education 
awards for their service in protecting the 
environment.  
 

 PEF could then use more of the Roche 
funds to expand the technology so that 
teachers could explore the use of 
interactive white boards and clicker 
systems. 

 

 The program expanded to eight teachers, 
including several from other districts, and 
eight college interns. 

 

 Programmatic additions to the watershed 
ecology focus included epidemiology and 
green building design. 

The summer was 
capped by an invitation 
to Lead Teacher Sarah 
Laldee to present a 
poster at the American 
Geophysical Union’s 
Meeting of the 

America’s in Brazil in August. Laldee made a 
presentation about using the local urban 
environment to teach earth science.  

“I’m so grateful,” says Laldee, School 2’s 
Teacher of the Year. “I worked with teachers 
from across the Americas to model how to 
take advantage of local habitat for engaging 
adolescents.” It wasn’t Laldee’s first venture 
abroad.  She is a Returned Peace Corps 
Volunteer and an Earthwatch Teacher Fellow. 

What’s next? PEF is talking with the teaching 
fellows about an ecology science center for 
Paterson. It’s not necessarily a building, but a 
set of programs and master teachers available 
to extend children’s learning.  Stay tuned.  

Navigation 101  

 Year Three:  

Full Partners in 
Education 

After its third year of 
implementation within 

the Paterson Public Schools, Navigation 101 is 
now Paterson Pathways!  

As Paterson takes ownership of the advisory 
and portfolio program, which is now fully 
adapted to meet the needs of Paterson’s 
students, we are changing the name to 
Paterson Pathways. 

Paterson Pathways remains a program of 
excellence for thousands of 6th, 7th, and 8th 
grade students throughout the District.  
Students and advisors meet regularly to 
discuss topics ranging from academic 
improvement to goal setting, career 
preparation to leadership, community service 
to basic life skills.  The curriculum culminates 
in a student-led conference, which 
summarizes students’ accomplishments, 
showcases students’ plans and goals for the 
coming years, and details students’ plans for 
their course selections for the following year.  

To read the full report, go to our website, 
www.paterson-education.org 



Thanks to our Givers and Volunteers!  Thanks to our Givers and Volunteers! 
 

Foundations 
 

Community Foundation of NJ 

Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation 

Henry & Marilyn Taub Foundation 

New Jersey Library Association 

Palriwala Foundation of America 

Paterson Children's Foundation 

Public Interest Projects 

Schumann Fund for NJ 
 

 
 

Corporations 
 

Bank of America 

Capital One Citigroup Foundation 

Hoffmann-La Roche  

JP Morgan Chase 

PSE&G 

State Farm Insurance 

TD Bank North 

Verizon Reads 

Wachovia Foundation 
 

  
 

Local Businesses 
 

Accurate Box Company, Inc. 

Bascom Corporation 

Bergen Industrial Supply Co. Inc. 

Berkeley College 

Bogue Electric / BF Systems 

Bryan Doherty 

C J Vanderbeck & Co. 

Center City Partners, LLC 

Center for Civic Responsibility 

City of Paterson 

Clifton Savings Bank 

Columbia Bank 

Crown Roll Leaf, Inc. 

Dieter Pfisterer 

Downtown Paterson SID 

EBCO Development Co. 

El Associates 

Evans Architects AIA 

Franklin Mills Associates 

Greater Paterson Chamber of 

Commerce. 

Hammond Traier & Burns, LLC 

Harold McCulloch 

Innerfaith Performing Arts Center 

Irodz Associates LLC 

JC Printing & Advertising  

Jerry Traille Agency 

McKinley, White & Co. 

Miami Onion Roll Co. 

NJCDC 

Nextwave Web 

Nicholas Real Estate Agency 

North Jersey 4C'S 

North Jersey Federal Credit Union 

Otterstedt Insurance & Surety 

Paterson Alliance 

Paterson Commercial Partners L.P. 

Paterson Community Health Center 

Paterson Great Falls Rotary Club 

Paterson Plaza LLC 

Paterson Rotary Club 

Quality Realty Corp. 

Rotary Clubs of Paterson 

Safadi Consulting LLC 

St. Joseph Hospital & Medical 

Center 

Superior Marketing Group 

Teach For America, Inc. 

Tenth Avenue Associates 

The Hudson Heating Wholesaler, 

Inc. 

The Paterson Alliance 

The Paterson Restoration 

Corporation 

Theodore Cordero 

White & Shauger, Inc. 

Young Men's Christian Association 

Wells Fargo  

McKinley, White & Co  

Nextwave Web 

WPU Women's Center 
 

 
 

Individuals 
Leslie Agard Jones 

John Algera 

Paz Baricaua 

Gregory Barr 

Veronica Bisio Corrado 

Clarence Boseman 

Sandra Bosque 

Alan Bowen 

Thomas Brome 

Karen Brown, Esq. 

Patricia Bruger 

Robert Brundige 

Mary Burgin 

Neil Burns 

Heather Calverase 

Mark Cannon 

James Castellanos 

Kenneth Clayton 

Marsha Cohen 

Cindy Czesak 

Miguel De La Carrera 

David DeForest 

Veronica Delgado 

Thomas DeStefano 

Lois Deyo 

Michael Di Giovann 

Terry Duffy 

Barbara Dunn 

Curtis Eatman 

Susan Ellis 

Stuart Emont 

Elease Evans 

Donnie Evans 

Rafael Ferreira 

Frances Finkelstein 

Nancy Forsberg 
 

 
 

Carol Friedman 

Evangeline Gomez  

Eddie Gonzalez 

 



Thanks to our Givers and Volunteers!  Thanks to our Givers and Volunteers! 
 

Individuals, cont’d. 
 

Renee Greene Levitt 

Miriam Greenhouse 

Robert Guarasci 

Carlos Guzman 

Norma Harrison 

Keisha Hill 
 

 
 

James Holland 

Christopher Irving 

Julius Jackson 

Barbara Jarosz 

Karen Johnson 

Errol Kerr 

Peter Klein 

Ronald Knight 

Arnold Korotkin 

Fred Lang 

John Lawrence 

Lynn Liptak 

Kathleen Long 

Gregory Luciano 

Patrick Mancuso 

Wanda Mathis-Brown 

Karen Mayo-Hogan 

Eileen McCoy 

Janet McDaniel 

Angela Enid Medina  

Donald Merachnik 

Meg Meyers 

Kenneth Morris 

Dolores Most 

Deborah Nieman Smith 

Alice Olick 

Doris Pagan 

William Pascrell 

Maria Perez 

Maryanne Perrotta-Blasi 

Philip Pope 

Mari Ramey 

Charles Reilly 

Ann Marie Rogalcheck-

Frissell 

Stefanie Rotsaert 

Librada Sanchez 

George Sarames 

Andre Sayegh 

Eileen Shafer 

Harvey Starr 

Robert Stern 

William Sumter 

Isa Suqi 

Lynn Tarant 

Jeanette Thompson 

Robert Tirri 

Brenda Turnbull & Robert 

Tomasko 

Jerry Traille 

Nick Tsapatsaris 

Felisa Van Liew 

Mark Vandenend 

Donald J. Vanderbeck, Jr. 

Dennis Vroegindewey 

James White 

Susan T. White 

Etrudes Williams 

Richard Williams 

George Wilson 

David & Martha Wolf 

Maria Workman 
 

 
 

Volunteers 
 

Jamie Abarca 

Imad Abedrabbo 

Michelle Abel 

Leslie Abreu 

Claudia Acosta 

Britney Adams 

Adam Adel 

Allan Adel 

Leslie Agard Jones 

Desiree Aguilar 

Mohammed 

Akhtaruzzaman 

Zenaida Almario 

Geneva Alston 

Martha Amarante 

Nasheaka Ashmeade 

Rogeriris Balbi 

Dimas Banda 

Rima Bandeli 

Paz Baricaua 

Gregory Barr 

Amalio Barreto 

Quincy Battis 

Janice Beckford 

Mario Benitez 

 
 

Amira Berry 

Theodore Best 

Nitesh Bhagat 

Jordan Blakney 

Latita Blount 

Lillian Branch 

Antoinette Brevard 

Eleanor Bridggs 

Karen Brown, Esq. 

Carolina Callegari 

Dino Callegari 

Edwin Camacho 

Michael Caster 

Lorena Cespedes 

Lutfiyyah Chain 

Kathy Chavez 

Trenace Chin 

Imani Clark 

Theresa Claudio 

Linda Closs 

Luis Colon 

Roseli Contreras 

Priscilla Cordero 

Sandra Corpuz 

Ruby Cotton 

Migdalia Cruz 

Guinera Curry 

Racihe Daley 

Crystal Daniels 

Robin Daniels 

Anthony Davis 

Jasmine DeLeon 

Veronica Delgado 

Gabriela Disla 

Jamie Dykes 

Jacqueline Ebanks 

Rahsona Elder 

Hanan Elherawi 

Lakeshia Evans 

Donnie Evans 

Levina Ferguson 

Javier Fernandez 

Vilma Ferreri 

Michelle Fine 

Joseph Fulmore 

Fidel Garcia 

Kwame Gilbert 

Andrea Gomez 

Migdalia Gomez 

Evangeline Gomez, Esq. 

Eddie Gonzalez 

Mashielly Gonzalez 

Mercci Gonzalez 

Cieara Goodman 

Kayasha Gordon 

Michael Grant 

Marqweesha Guthrie 

Ramona Guzman 

Wendy Guzman 

Nicole Hampton 

Niah Harden 

Cynthia Harris 

Joann Harris 

Patricia Harris 

Sharon Harrison 

Carlos Hernandez 

Karen Hernandez 

Francia Hibbert 

Keisha Hill 

Jonathan Hodges 

Judith Howell 

Margarita Huertas 

Julisa Isom 

Trisha Jackson 

Julius Jackson 

Ruth James 

Mark Janovic 

Kumae Johnson 

Jeffery Jones 

Jacqueline Jones 

Errol Kerr 

Mahmood Ketabchi 

Crystal Koonce 

Christina Lakind 

David Lakind 

Angie Lebron 

Kathleen Long 

Anthony Maestrey 

Sharmin Malik 

Candace Mapp 

Donald Mapp 

Kim Mapp 

Fernando Martinez 

Martha Martinez 

Kim Matthews 

Karen Mayo-Hogan 

Jacquelynn McAnuff 



Thanks to our Givers and Volunteers!  Thanks to our Givers and Volunteers! 
 

 

Volunteers, cont’d 
 

Nathaniel McDowell 

William Kemper McDowell 

LueElla McFadden 

Erin Mc Kinney-Prupis 

Patricia McNeil 

Alexander McQueen 

Shadayia McRae 

Sheronda McRae 

Tabatha Mealey 

Angela Enid Medina 

Ami Mehta 

Gladys Melendez 

Wilfredo Melendez 

Thalia Mercado 
 

 
 

Jayed Miah 

Ruqiya Mohamud 

Orville Morales 

Theresa Morgan 

Mariah Morris 

Kenneth Morris 

Waheedah Muhammed 

Evelyn Nieves 

Yudelki Nunez 

Vera Oppong 

Moises Orbe 

Zaida Padilla 

Raodri Patmore 

Kenya Pauldo 

Karen Pearson 

Tracy Pearson 

Abraham Perez 

Anthony Perez 

Javier Perez 

Jennifer Perez 

Maria Perez 

Harold Persaud 

Myra Piereschi 

Cesarina Polanco 

Terry Reed 

Kenyatta Reid 

KeShawn Reid 

Miryam (Gaby) Rinkerman 

Daisy Rios 

Lourdes Rios 

Miguel Rivera 

Maribel Rodriguez 

Rigo Rodriguez 

Yesenia Rodriguez 

Jonathan Rojas 

Yvonne Romero 

Beatriz Rosado 

Aileen Rosario 

Caronbo Rosario 

Jessenia Rosario 

Yasmin Rosario 

Yessenia Rosario 

Yohanny Rosario 

Elba Rosario-Gomez 

Christopher Rozewski 

Jill Ruiz 

Munni Salik 

Librada Sanchez 

Migdalia Santana 

Juan Santiago 

Lynn Marie Santiago 

Rosa Santos 

Andre Sayegh 

Diana Scimeca 

Lindsay Seaborn 

Zina Seaborn 

Lakshmi Silva 
 

 
 

Gladys Sinclair 

Jareen Singletary 

Henry Sosa 

Alveria Spencer 

Keith Stephenson 

Isa Suqi 

Brian Talledo 

Julio Tavarez 

Willa Mae Taylor 

Horace Thomas 

Shelly Thompson 

Sonia Toban 

Sandra Toribio 

Jose Torres 

Jerry Traille 

Stacey Tsapatsaris 

Claudia Urdanivia 

 

 
Lisa Vainieri 

Donald Vanderbeck 

Elaine Velasquez 

Jesseline Velazquez 

Karina Ventura 

Jose Villalongo 

Angel Villalongo, I 

Paul Waite 

Tanisha Weaver 

Christopher Webb 

Susan White 

Annette Wignall 

Candise Williams 

Devenair Williams 

Shamere Williams 

Lutrisha Wilson 

Benjie Wimberly 

Andrew Wright 

Mohammed Yusuf 

Audrea Zeiva 

 

 
 

Graduating Every 

Paterson Child 

Thank you! 



Polling Paterson: 
What do Patersonians believe about education? 

 

It wasn’t a surprise.  A spring poll of Paterson 

residents on education issues showed Patersonians 

overwhelmingly concerned with jobs and the 

economy. When we compare this year’s results to 

our 2008 poll we find both consistency and shifting 

public priorities.  
 

With an economy in recession and state, county, 

and city budgets in deficit, people are balancing 

many different priorities. Still, they do not want 

members of their community to forget that everyone 

has a role when it comes to improving public 

education. The latest edition of the PEN/Paterson 

Education Fund’s Civic Index for Public Education 

tells two dynamic stories.  
 

• First, people in Paterson have a lot on their 

minds and while in 2008 public education was the 

most important issue (outpacing the economy), 

recent economic setbacks have made jobs the top 

issue. The focus on education, both because of the 

economy and because of no national election, has 

receded a bit and other issues have gained 

importance. The clearer focus people placed on 

education in 2008 now has more competition for 

attention. With that said, adults in Paterson still 

clearly prioritize public education and want to see 

people in their local community take more 

responsibility for improving neighborhood schools.   
 

• Second, the Civic Index for Public 

Education itself shows remarkable stability since its 

inception in Paterson in the spring of 2008. The 

rank order in which voters say their community is 

doing a good job – or where they say it needs 

improvement – is basically unchanged. The 

Tolerance and Inclusiveness category is again the 

city’s strength, while people in the city look for 

businesses, local colleges and universities, the 

media, and elected officials to do a better job 

fulfilling their role in improving the local public 

education system. 
 

This year we also probed Patersonians use of social 

media. PEF is using the information to drive our 

media outreach strategy. The poll results are posted 

on our website. 

 

Thanks to the Henry and Marilyn Taub Foundation 

for funding this key tool. 

School Libraries and the 

Paterson School Budget 
 

As this report is released, the Paterson Public 

Schools are returning school librarians to Paterson 

elementary schools.  

 

The reduction in force required by the loss of $24 

million of state funding for 2010-11 had decimated 

the school librarians, art and music teachers, among 

others. It is not clear at this time exactly how many 

librarians will return. 

 

   
 

School librarians have been key partners in the 

Paterson 50 Book Club celebration, encouraging 

our young readers and tracking their progress.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PEF maintains an active interest in school libraries 

as this year marks the 18th anniversary of the 

reinstitution of Paterson elementary school libraries 

through the DeWitt Wallace Foundation “Library 

Power” grant.



  Save the Date and Join us! 
 

 

November 8-19, 2010 

PEN College- and 

Career-Readiness 

Summit, 

 Leadership in Action.  

 Washington DC.  
 

 

 

January 11, 2011: “The College Track” 

Facilitator Training, Call PEF at 973-881-

8914 to register. Help families prepare to send 

children to college. We want you to lead the 

conversation! 
 

February 7:  So you want to run for 

School Board? How to run. PEF Offices. 
 

March 7: Assessing School Board 

Performance. PEF Offices. 
 

March 31: PEF Paterson School Board 

Candidates' Night; 6:30 pm   JFK High 

School TV Studio. 

 

April 16: “Graduating Every Paterson 

Child” Spring conference. Passaic 

County Community  College, 9 to 1 pm. 
  

April 19 [Tuesday]:  School Board 

Elections. All Type II School Districts -those 

with elected school boards.  

 

May 2011: Paterson Pathways, formerly 

Navigation 101 Student Led Conferences 
presented by all 6

th
, 7

th
 and 8

th
 graders. Dates 

determined by individual schools. 
 

 

 

June 2: 50 Book Club 

Celebration, at the Paterson 

Free Public Library, 250 

Broadway, 5 pm.  

Fun, food and books for our 

most avid readers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 5:  PEF’s 28th Anniversary Jazz 

Brunch, 2 to 5 pm. Join us for an afternoon of 

great music and an elegant brunch.  
 

October 14: PEF's Twelveth Golf 

Invitational, Black Bear course at Crystal 

Springs Resort, Franklin NJ 
 

 

Missed a PEF Report?   
Want to be sure to get upcoming 

reports? 

Please send me:   

__PEF's Report on  Navigation 101 for 2009-10. 

It reached 6,600 students! 

__PEF's Guide to Paterson School Budget 2011-

12  Available March 2011 

__Educated Voter's Guide to the School Board 

Elections 2011. Available March 2011 

__Full color poster for 50 Book Club 2010, 

listing the names of all the 50 Book Club 

Readers 

__ What’s Your Destination? A Guide to College 

Opportunities for Paterson Students, 

2010 edition. 
 

Enclosed is my donation of $_________.  Keep 

me informed! Keep me invited! 
 

Name:                                                                                                                

Email: 

Address:                                                                                                           

Zip: 

 

You can find Paterson Education Fund 

on Facebook. Become a fan and stay in 

touch. 

 

Visit our blog at  

www.paterson-

education.org/blog. 


